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4. In morbis infantum, quorum natura vidcatur
reconditior, cx accurata partium extcrnarum contem-
platione, indagine, fortaflis aliquid lucis elici queat:
idecoque nequaquam pratermittendum.

5. Quoticfcunque tubcercula, puftule exanthemata,
fingularem aliquam corporis regionem occupant, ibi
fubtus, in vicinia, malum fomitem latcre fufpi-
candum.

Ita tandem cafum, nulla arte fanabilem, et forte
nimia diligentia cxpofuis id vero xgre te laturum
haud quidem exiftimo: nollent enim nefcire cor-
datiores in arte viri, quibus ex caufis prematura mors
fuperveniat, quotiefcunque cadavera luftrandi copia
conceditur : ipfos etenim medentcs non {olum rerum
gnaros peritofque reddit, verum etiam tam orbatis
dolorem minuit, quam dedecus aufert arti, palam per-
fpectum habere, nullis remediis, nulla ope, ne qui-
dem tua, fupremam fortem potuiffc protrahi.

Vale, vir candide, diuque felix orbi interfis, bona-
rum artium patronus, mediczque juventutis pater
atque princeps.

W. A Letter from Mr. Wm. Arderon,

E.R.S. to Mr. Baker, F.R. S. on keeping of

Jmall Fifh in Glafs Jars: And of an eafy
Method of catching Lifb.

Read Jan. 16N the Beginning of September 1744.

17456 I procured a fmall Dace, about an
Inch in Length, which I put into a glafs Jar, xihflé
Cl¢

[
%)
The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to /2%

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). RINOIN

www.jstor.org



[ 24 ]
hield near a Quart. T kepr it till the latter End of
Iay following; in which time it grew full half an
Inch in Length, but very little in Breadth.

I began my Obfervations with this Kind of Fifh,
beecaufe I took it to be the moft difficult (having
formerly madc fome few Attempts this Way) 5 fup-
pofing, if I but tolerably fucceeded in this, my other
Attempts might be more fortunate.

All this while it feldom or never eat any thing,
cxcepting the mall Awnimalenla which happened to
be in the Water I gave it5 which I found neceflary
to do once cvery Day in Winter, and twice or
thrice in the Spring, as the Weather grew warmer.

When the Water was frefh, it would come up tothe
"Top about once in an Hour, to blow out fome {mall
Bubbles of Air ; then, putting its Nofe near the Sur-
face, it would take in a frefh Supply 5 and when it
had taken in a fufficient Quantity, it would rctire
to the Bottom again.

But, as the Water became more and more adul-
terated by its Ufc,its Returns tothe Surface were more
frequent, till, at laft, it would remain there con-
nually, till I gave it a frefh Quantity.

Thus, I believe, I might have kept this Fifh for
Years; but 3 Multitude of Bufinefs one Day pre-
vented - me from giving it clean Water in due Time;
which unfortunately put a Period to the Life of my
little Companion.

However, fuch Care I had taken before of this
beautiful little Animal, that, to the Moment it died,
it had not fo much as loft one fingle Scale.

At fit® when I catch’d this filver-colour’d Fifh, it
would not fuffer me to come nigh the Glafs which

: included
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included it, without the utmoft Confufion and Sut-
prize 5 but at laft, by gentle Ufage, and a little Art,
it gtew fo tame, that if I came but in Sight
would be furc to be of the fame Side of the Glafs
I was on, and there lie gazing at me until I was
weary of obferving of it.

I very often took the Opportunity of looking
upon this Fith by Candle-light, which I always
thought it took great Pleafure in.

In the before-mention’d Month of September
1744. Ilikewife put a Ruff, about three Inches in
Length, into another Glafs, which held about three
Quarts. This Fifh at firft appeared mighty referv'd,
and would not cat any thing, or fuffer me to come
nigh it, for feveral Days ; bur, in a very fhort time,
all-powerful Hunger aflifted me to make it {o tame,
as is fcarce believable.

Tho” my Dace found, amongft the minute A7z;-
malcula, the little Inhabitants of our River-Water,
cnough to fubfift upon, this Ruff found nothing by
which it could fatisfy the Calls of Naturc ; fo, of
confcquence, was compell’d to take what I provided
for ir, and in what particular Manner I was pleafed
to give it.

After this Mcthod did I bring it to be fo tame,
that it would not only cat fmall Worms I threw into
the Glafs for it, but would alfo take them out of
my Hands, or of a Quill, juft as I thought proper to
give it them: Nay it would even rife out above the
Water for its Prey : Which is quite contrary to the
Way this kind of Fith takes its Food. And, at laft,
it would come to my Hand whenever I put it into
the Glafs, and fuffcr me to handle it,

D Dut.
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But, to eafe me of my Care, whenI had made alt
the Obfervations I thought neceflary, and in Pity to
its Confinement, when I had kept it about feven ox
eight Months, I gave it itsLiberty.

Out of the various Sorts of Fifh I have made Trial
of, I never could bring any to be fo tame as this
above-mention’d: From which I infer, that Fith of
Prey, as Pikes, Perch, Ruffs, &¢. are the propereft
Objeé&ts for this kind of Amufement; and did but
our Englifb Virtuofi know how calily thefe fort of
Fifh arc tamed, and kept in Glafles, it might be a
mecans to leffen their Eftcem for thofe brought from
Chinas unlefs it chicfly rife from their coming four
ot five Thoufand Milcs off.

Of all the Kinds of Fifh I have view’d the Circu-
lation of the Blood in, there’s none thew it in a
finer manner than Ruffs, whofe Fins are exceedingly
tranfparent : Befides, it’s a Fifh that’s vaftly tenacious
of Life, and will live twenty or thirty Minutes out
of Watcer, and not receive much Damage.

A S WHAT canany ways conduce to the Service of
Mankind, however trifling it may appear to fome,
will never prove difagreeable to an ingenious and
humane Mind, I fhall add hereto a thort Account
how fmall Fifh are catched in fome Parts of Norfolk.

At a Country Town about five or fix Miles from
Norwich, the poor Sort of Pcople have a very
cheap and expeditious Mcthod of catching fmall Fifh,

fuch as Dace, Roach, &, out of a little Rivulet
which runs clofc by.

The Method is thus.

3 They
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They procute a Bough of White-thorn, which
abounds with Numbers of Thotns; one of which
they cut off, and fathion into the Form reprefented
by 4. Tas. L Fig. 2.

To. this they tie a Picce of Thread, as pictured
at B. .

Then they take a Worm, and {lip it on the Thorn
and Thread together, as is thewn at C. The other
End of the Thread they falten to fome {fmall Twig
that hangs over the Rivulet, as D.

Thus they do by fome Hundreds at a time; by
which means they feldom fail of catching a greac
many Fifhes: For no fooner does a Fifh take the
Worm into its Mouth, and endeavour to be gone,
than its Mouth is gagged quite open, and it is pre-
fently drowned.

Fan. 16, 1745-6.

V. Extraéts of Two Letters from the Rew.
- Henry Miles, D.D. & F. R.S. 20 Mr.
Henry Baker, F. R. S, concerning the Ef-
Jects of a Cane of black Sealing-wax, and
a Cane of Brimftone, in Eletrical Expe-
7iments. I
Dear Sir,

Read Jan. 23. EING determined on making fome
17456.. Experiments in Ele&ricity with
other Bodies befides Glafs, a little before the Holi-

D2 days
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